Stephen Chapman
Vita

Stephen Chapman is Preservation Librarian for Digital Initiatives in the Weissman Preservation
Center, Harvard University Library. He is a member of the technical team managing Harvard’s
Digital Repository Service, and he regularly advises the Harvard community about reformatting
strategies to create sustainable digital collections. His primary responsibilities are to assist in
creating digitization specifications; to liaise between project managers and providers of
digitization products and services; to develop policies for digital preservation and specifications
for preservation metadata; and to oversee the production of specialized tools to support
conservation and preservation activities.

Prior to joining the Harvard staff in 1997, Stephen was a Research Specialist in the Interactive
Multimedia Group and a New York State Preservation Intern at Cornell University. In these
positions, he developed and conducted formal user evaluations of digital library collections and
coordinated the Request for Proposal and production phases of an NEH-funded project to
investigate a hybrid approach to microfilm and digitize 450,000 pages of text.

Stephen is a member of the American Library Association, and also actively participates in
program activities of the Digital Library Federation and the Society of Imaging Science and
Technology. With Don Williams of the Eastman Kodak Company, Stephen co-authored the data
dictionary for technical metadata for digital still images, now a NISO standard (Z39.87). He
writes and speaks regularly on topics pertaining to digital preservation and the digitization of
cultural heritage collections.

Stephen received the Master of Library and Information Science degree from the University at
Albany, State University of New York, the Master of Arts in English from Boston University,
and a Bachelor of Arts in History from George Washington University.
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“Counting the Costs of Digital Preservation: Is Repository Storage Affordable?” Journal of
Digital Information (JoDI), Volume 4, issue 2, May 2003, a special issue on economic factors of
managing digital content and establishing digital libraries.
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